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Helping Them Love Reading... Together

•	Encourage your child to 
follow each word with their 
finger so that they recognise 
individual words and  
letter sounds.

•  Just 10 minutes a day will have 
an impact (but aim for longer)

•  Sit in a comfortable place away 
from noisy distractions like the 
TV and your mobile phone

•  Discuss the book cover and 
point out the title and names of 
the author and illustrator

• Chat about the story at 
appropriate moments by asking 
questions like “what to do you 
think will happen next?”

• Try not to break your child’s 
‘flow’ - sometimes it’s better to 
allow small mistakes. This is 
a matter of judgment and the 
more you read with your child 
the better you’ll understand 
when to interrupt and when 
not to.

• Give your child time to attempt 
to work out difficult words for 
themselves, don’t jump in too 
quickly to help them. When 
you think it’s appropriate 
suggest strategies they can use 
to work it out. If they get really 
stuck on a word tell them what 
it is so they can move on—this 
isn’t a failure.

• Always look to praise your 
child. You’re aiming to build 
their confidence and their 
motivation—the more they 
enjoy reading the more they 
will read and the better a reader 
they’ll be.

Reading is used across all areas of the school curriculum 
beginning in the Foundation Stage. There are a wide 
selection of books in the classroom and dedicated reading 
areas. The school library is an excellent resource where 
children can look for books linked to current themes  
and topics.

Children will be read stories every day including whole class 
stories, supported one-to-one reading and guided reading 
in small groups. Sometimes special guests may visit to read 
with the children including parent helpers and  
published authors.

Children are benchmarked regularly to ensure they have an 
appropriate reading book level. Your child  will be provided 
with books to take home regularly. Teachers try and listen 
to your child read on a one-to-one basis as often as possible. 
A reading diary is really useful for sharing your child’s 
progress and we encourage you to use one to help share 
progress and challenges with teachers.You could write  for 
example whether your child enjoyed the story, whether they 
used picture clues to help them understand the story or 
whether they managed to sound words out by themselves.

If Your Child’s Reading Book is Too Easy
If you think this is the case please discuss it with your child’s class 
teacher. Sometimes there may be a specific reason such as to boost 
confidence or to focus on particular words or a book genre, or to 
ensure your child is properly comprehending what they are reading 
rather then interpreting strings of letters as words. Sometimes your 
child may have chosen a particular book just because they enjoy it!

The Reading Diary
Reading Diaries are great for sharing your child’s progress. 

You can use one to comment on anything your child really enjoyed 
or found especially difficult. Make notes of special achievements like 
reading a complete book with no help or sounding out a word all by 
themselves, or recognising‘tricky’ high frequency words. 

Involve your child in the comments you make—it isn’t a ‘secret diary’!A short guide to helping your 
child develop an enthusiasm  

for books!
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Reluctant Reader?
Try to resist ‘forcing’ your child to read—your 
aim is for your child to ‘want’ to read.  
Stimulate their interest by allowing them to see 
you read yourself by reading books, magazines 
and newspapers while they’re around. 

Don’t Cover Pictures
Pictures in books provide clues that help developing readers to 
gain both context and confidence. They clarify that what a child 
thinks they are reading and understanding is correct. In time your 
child will focus more on the words and less on the pictures but for 
now stay focussed on helping your child enjoy the whole reading 
experience, including the pictures!

Read Everywhere!
Children are surrounded by words everywhere they go. Encour-
age your child to look for signs and labels—quite likely your child 
already recognises things like the sign for your favourite restaurant 
or the badge on your car.

Read Things YOU Enjoy
Hearing you read stories enthusiastically will 
inspire your child to listen attentively and to 
want to read themselves. 

Read Widely
Don’t limit what you read aloud —share magazine articles, 
jokes, stories and comments from the web. Guide your child 
through instructions for toys and descriptions for films and 
games. Even though they may not fully comprehend what you 
read it will help them appreciate the value of words.

Set Aside Time
Bedtime is the perfect time to read to your child but keep in 
mind they’re likely to be too tired to concentrate. Try to set 
aside time earlier in the day when you can also read  
with your child. 

Read To Them Again & Again 
(But not the boring ones!)

When you find a story that you and your child enjoy, read 
it repeatedly. Reading stories helps your child develop their 
imaginations. It enables them to  recognise patterns and make 
links between different words. Re-reading stories develops your 
child’s comprehension skills.  Retain your own interest in the 
story by varying how you tell it and how you involve your child 
as you read it to them. If either of you become bored  
with the story change it!

Take it in Turns
Read a story yourself and then invite your child to read it. Don’t feel they 
are cheating if they memorise most of it and repeat it back parrot fashion—
retelling stories is an important reading skill and a great way to build 
confidence with books.

Take it in Turns 2!
Help your child to read more challenging stories 
by taking it in turns to read parts of the story with 
you reading the lengthier more challenging parts 
and your child reading parts in between. This 
can be a really enjoyable way of reading stories 
together and a brilliant way for your child to 
observe ‘how’ to read.

Choosing Books
Don’t just read the Reading Scheme books—read 
as many different books as possible! Encourage 
your child to choose books themselves at jumble 
sales or by visiting the local library. Don’t be too 
rigid in ensuring the books they choose are at the 
right ‘level’, sometimes they may just love a book 
even when they can barely make sense of it!
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• Help them ‘sound out’ words.

• Encourage them to break the 
word up and point out parts of 
words they already know such 
as “me” in “meat”

• Encourage them to use pictures 
to help them make sense of 
what they are reading

• Ask them to suggest words 
that would make sense in the 
context of what they have read

• Help them to understand 
basic punctuation by stopping 
at full stops and pausing at 
commas

• Encourage them to vary their 
tone and pace as they read

• Make them aware of speech 
marks and encourage them to 
experiment with expression and 
intonation

•	Encourage them to make 
links with similar stories.
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