
The Spring Term 

Literacy Newsletter 

Welcome to the latest Literacy newsletter. It has been a superb term for 

staff and students with so many events going on to celebrate and promote 

literacy. From fundraising events to competitions and quizzes to 

reporting, spelling and reading – there is a great deal to discover... 

therefore, I shall now let you learn more! (Mrs Reysenn, Director of 

Literacy) 

http://springfieldsliteracy.wordpress.com/ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Let’s Get Spelling! 
Spellathon – March 2013 

Mencap is a charity who works in partnership with people with a 
learning disability. Mencap is the leading voice of learning 

disability. Everything they do is about valuing and supporting 
people with a learning disability, and their families and carers. 

To raise money for MENCAP, the academy spelled 2518 words 
correctly.  

 
The top 3 spellers are: 

Caitlin Webb: 649 
Emily Kemp: 555 

Jay Price: 332 

Hurrah! Thanks to some very generous donations we have now raised over £100 for 
Mencap! This is absolutely brilliant news and will make such a difference to the charity. 

Our Just Giving Page is open until the 31st March so if you would like to add to this 
tremendous total then please do! 

To support us by text, text: SPEL99 £2 to 70070 

 

Learning Support Success! 

Tim Clark has completed the first stage of the Word Wasp programme. 

Ryan Lynch has completed the Hornet spelling programme. 

Joe Berry has completed his silver award for Toe By Toe. 

Harry Newnham has completed Toe By Toe. 

 

Well done to all of the above pupils! 



What have pupils been working on in class 

this term? 

Primary classes have been working on writing instructions 

Year 7 have been studying Greek Myths and Poetry 

Year 8 have been reading Holes by Louis Sachar and 

working on non-fiction writing 

Year 9 have been learning about the Holocaust by reading The Boy In The 

Striped Pyjamas 

Year 10 are revising Of Mice and Men in preparation for their exam next year 

Year 11 are working on poetry and creative writing to complete their GCSE English 

Our pathfinders groups have been doing ASDAN life-skills projects developing speaking 

and listening skills 

So what’s to come next term? 

Shakespeare, media and poetry for years 7, 8 and 9 

Dramatic, creative times ahead!!! 

________________________________________________________________________  

Functional Skills Success! 

 Jack Davies and Corey Overend have passed Functional Skills Level 1 

reading and writing 

 Corey Evans passed both the reading and writing papers at Level 1 and 

the writing paper at Level 2 

 Sonny Saunders passed level 1 reading  

 Jess Frostick passed level one Functional Skills reading and writing 

 Calum Carter passed level one and two FS reading 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Trash Pack Competition Returns! 

Last year, many of you loved receiving your Trash Pack 

goodie by entering a poster competition. Well, they’re 

back again and even better! Simply design your own 

recycling superhero to receive a Trash Pack Series 3! 

One student from each unit will be awarded with a 

special prize for winning the best design, and one 

overall winner at the academy will get the chance to win 

the national competition as their creation will be sent 

away! Results will be announced after the Easter break! 

http://springfieldsliteracy.wordpress.com/2013/03/11/trash-pack-competition-returns/


World Book Day 

2013 – A Great Day 

at the academy! 

Wow! What a fantastic day this was. Just check out the photos 

on the Literacy blog! We had a cake sale, a swap a book event, 

a visit to the bookshop and staff brought in their favourite 

books. What will next year bring?! Oh, and don’t forget to go 

to the library to collect your free book! 

Teacher’s favourite Books – Can you guess whose favourite book is... 

 ‘Franklin and The Messy Pigs’ 

 ‘The BFG’ 

‘The Day of the Triffids’ 

(Answers on the last page!) 

My favourite book/story is the BFG! 

Because he eats snozcumbers and drinks pop that makes him fly! The story is also 

one which captures many different emotions. 

 

Bake for Books: Money Money Money! 

The final total for the World Book Day Bake for Books cake sale is…. £56.32 

(not sure who paid 2p for a yummy cake!) 

Thanks to everybody who contributed. Book Aid is a very worthwhile 

charity. 

Book Aid provided 543,280 new books to over 2,000 libraries last year 

alone and have sent more than 30 million books to partner libraries since 

1954.  

World Book Day Quiz 2013 – Do you know the answers??? 

A) Name the 4 Hogwarts’ Houses. 
B) Which character’s famous line is ‘Off with their heads!’ 

C) In which part of the house do the Borrowers live? 
D) Ratty, Mole and Badger. What character is missing? 

E) Which animal does ‘Watership Down’ focus on? 
(Look on the back page for answers!) 

http://springfieldsliteracy.wordpress.com/2013/03/12/world-book-day-2013-a-great-day-at-the-academy/
http://springfieldsliteracy.wordpress.com/2013/03/12/world-book-day-2013-a-great-day-at-the-academy/
http://springfieldsliteracy.wordpress.com/2013/03/12/world-book-day-2013-a-great-day-at-the-academy/
http://springfieldsliteracy.wordpress.com/2013/03/14/money-money-money/


Who’s ERIC? 
Everybody Reads In Class 

And in the houses and on the farm and in the 

kitchens… we read everywhere! 

The Springfields Academy is celebrating and 

developing reading by launching ERIC - Everybody 

Reads in Class! Staff are displaying what they are reading from magazines on fishing to 
sports biographies to the daily paper or the takeaway menu! 

ERIC is our new reading initiative for 2013. Pupils are reading in tutor time as a way 

of winding down from a busy day, but also to develop their reading skills. Some pupils 

are reading privately, some are reading in pairs and other groups read together. The two 

books are ‘Ghost Game’ and ‘Monster Island’. 

ERIC Ambassadors 

A few lucky pupils have been chosen to become an ERIC ambassador. 

Every Tuesday, they pop along to a different tutor group to 

support ERIC. Either by listening to pupils read or by reading to the 

group. They are; 

Callum Teunon, Lewis Andrews, Josh Daley, Bradley Walter, Joe 

Berry and Georgia Stone. 

ERIC posters – who’s your favourite ERIC? 
Our four ERICs are: Cantona, Morecombe, Liddell and 

Clapton 

Staff across the academy have an ERIC poster outside their 

office, in their teaching room, by their workspace, on the 

units and in the kitchens, displaying the book they are 

currently reading. 
 

National Storytelling Week 2013- The ERIC Extravaganza! 

To celebrate our new reading initiative, there was a 

wonderful quiz based on famous ERICs. Below are some of 

the questions. (Answers are on the last page!) 

1. Which writer’s real name was Eric Arthur Blair? 

2. What is the name of Eric’s twin in ‘Lord 

of the Flies’? 

3. Who wrote ‘The Very Busy Spider’? 

4. Which two English clubs did Eric 

Cantona play for? 

Staff Winners: Mrs Bowerbank and Mrs Lawrence 

Pupil Winners: 3rd) Jamie Diver; 2nd) Ryan Vivash; 1st) Emily Kemp 
 



Why Reading and Spelling 
Matters! 

 

Reading Matters Because... 
 

 It exercises our brains 
 Improves concentration 

 We learn about the world around us 
 We learn about the past 
 Improves our vocabulary 

 Helps us relax 
 People who read are more successful in life 

 

Spelling Matters Because... 
 

 Spelling helps us to read 
 Spelling helps us to understand the meanings of words 

 It helps us to write better 
 Poor spelling may give people the wrong impression of a person 

 Being able to spell is needed in most jobs 

 

Last year 57 of our pupils... 
 

 Improved their spelling by a total of nearly 600 months 
 That is an average of improvement of 14 months/ 1 year 2 months per pupil! 

 Working on improving your spelling makes a HUGE difference! 
 

 Get reading! Get spelling! 
_________________________________________________________________ 

500 words competition 
 

500 WORDS is the Chris Evans Breakfast Show's short story 
writing competition on BBC Radio 2 for children aged 13 and 

under. So at the academy, we hosted our own 500 words 
competition. The following pupils won and their entries have 

been posted to the BBC! 

 

 3rd) Oliver Barry 

 2nd) Tom Grundy 

 1st) Charlotte Hogan  



Can you fit the diversity and majesty of this 
beautiful planet into a mere 80 words? 

The winners! 
 Ellie- Mae Keith 
 Sid Frostick  
 Bradley Taylor 

And a special award goes to... 
 Taylor Hopkins for OUTSTANDING geographical knowledge! 

 

The Vast World’s Wonders by Ellie Mae Keith 
The vast deserts soaking the sweat from under your feet to the ice cold Antarctic 

freezing your blood to your fingertips. 

From the highest heights making your head spin to the underground caves dark 
and dismal to the seven seas hooking my senses dragging me in to the Sahara that 

parches your throat. 

Dry acres of rainforest home to the endangered. 

The sun beaming down to the rain pouring to the chilling snow. 

The wonders of the world! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Reading Buddies 

Who are they and what do they do? 
Reading buddies are a team of pupils who listen to our primary pupils 

read every week. They do an amazing job! Every week, the classroom 

is buzzing! See the photos on the literacy blog! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reporting Day 2013 

On Thursday 21st March, ten academy reporters will be reporting on the latest news at the academy, 

in the local area, across the country and all over the world! Regular updates will be shared on the 

academy radio and the reports will be showcased on the Reporting blog by the 4pm 

deadline.  

Our new reporting team are: Ashleigh, Emily, Oliver, Tom G, Tom V, Jamie, Henry, 

Shane, Jack and Tim.  

http://springfieldsreporters.wordpress.com/ 



The Literacy Staff: Who are they??? 
 

Our lead literacy team brings passion and excitement to the 
classroom as well as strong knowledge and understanding of how 

best to support the pupils at The Springfields Academy. 
 

Mr Bentley – Curriculum Instructor 
Mr Curl - Primary Teaching Assistant 

Mrs Brandwood – Learning Support Instructor 
Miss Brooks – Head of English 

Mr Foston – Learning Support Teacher 
Mrs Halls – Primary Teacher 

Mr Halls – Primary Teaching Assistant 
Mr Hamp – Vice Principal and English Teacher 

Mrs Hocquard – Librarian and Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Musgrove – English Teacher 

Mrs Perrett – KS2 Leader 
Mrs Reysenn – Director of Literacy 

Mrs Thomas – Learning Support Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Williams – Primary Teaching Assistant 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Primary A, G and T Poetry Masterclass – a wonderful afternoon! 
On Friday 15th March students from 3 local primary schools descended on Springfields for a fantastic 

Masterclass in writing poetry. Springfields’ resident poet, Mr Bentley, had prepared a sensational session 

looking at Native American poetry. On entering a tea-tree lit Room, 10 pupils transformed themselves into 

Native Americans through selecting a new name: Pebble Dancer; Singing Lily and Wise Racoon were just 

some of the names picked! With pan-pipes playing we journeyed to the American plains and began our 

poetry writing journey. Fantastic work was produced and a brilliant time was had by all. Will you be lucky 

enough to join us for this session next year? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Our Latest Competition...Telling the truth 
about youth! 

“What do you think about the way young people are viewed 
in today’s society? Do you get a fair deal? Now’s the time to have your say…” 

See Mrs Hocquard in the library for more information! 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Exciting Events Coming Soon... 

Shakespeare Day, ‘Pen a Story’ competition, another A, G and T 

primary event ‘Spies at Springfields’ and a brand new book club! 



Spring Term Awards  

 
Primary = Luke Jones 

KS3 Pathfinders = Tom Vaughan 
Year 7 = Jamie Diver 
Year 8 = Tim Clark 
Year 9 = Ross Vugts 
Year 10 =Joe Berry 

Year 11 = Georgia Stone 
KS4 Pathfinders = Hugo Reiss 

 
Well done to all of the above pupils! A little gift will be awarded to 

you all! 
_________________________________________________________________ 

A FINAL WORD (OR TWO!)... 

Well, as they say, that’s all folks! For now it is anyway. The 

summer term is fast approaching, so make sure you all 

have a well-deserved rest over the Easter holidays, take 

your time eating those eggs and don’t forget to keep 

READING! 

Happy Easter! 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Check our blogs to keep up with latest Literacy news and events! 
http://springfieldsliteracy.wordpress.com/ 

http://springfieldsreporters.wordpress.com/ 
http://springfieldslibraryblog.wordpress.com/ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Quiz Answers: ERIC: George Orwell; Sam; Eric Carle; Leeds United and 

Manchester United 

STAFF FAVOURITE BOOKS: Mrs Bowerbank; Mrs Dibb, Mr Furniss 

WORLD BOOK DAY: Gryffindor, Ravenclaw, Hufflepuff, Slytherin; The 

Queen of Hearts; Under the kitchen floorboards; Toad; Rabbits 

http://springfieldsliteracy.wordpress.com/
http://springfieldsreporters.wordpress.com/
http://springfieldslibraryblog.wordpress.com/

